Response to oral and intravenous azithromycin in a patient with toxoplasma encephalitis and AIDS.
We present a patient with AIDS and toxoplasma encephalitis who was unable to tolerate established therapy with sulphadiazine or clindamycin but responded to oral azithromycin and pyrimethamine. The patient was maintained on oral azithromycin but subsequently relapsed after 8 months. The recurrence was successfully treated with intravenous azithromycin. The case illustrates that azithromycin can be used to treat patients with toxoplasma encephalitis who are unable to tolerate or fail to respond to other therapeutic agents. Failure of oral azithromycin may be due to inadequate tissue concentrations and patients may further benefit from intravenous administration.